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Summary of Ariel Gold’s presentation: 

by David Lambert 

Like most of us at the retreat, I had not seen Ariel 
Gold speak until she shared with us her activism 
experiences and plans for National FOR. When she 
mentioned taking her children to peace and justice 
events years ago, I understood immediately, having 
shared with my wife Marti, in years past, taking our 

two girls to similar events when they were young. 

 
Stephen Bezruchka, author of 
“Inequality Kills Us All,” wows 
us with facts, figures, and 
common sense: https://
youtu.be/CcdUPYlTBFI 

Ming Chen gives an 
update on the Wash-
ington Poor People’s 
Campaign including 
some great footage 
of dropping off bal-

lots: https://
youtu.be/

hB5qDvNw3wo 

The MYPF Panel: 5 young activists enrolled 
in the Mike Yarrow Peace Fellowship pro-
gram plus one of the program coordina-
tors: https://youtu.be/yt7PMOOWn9s 

FIVE STUDENT ACTIVISTS  MYPF 

FOR-USA’s new Direc-
tor Ariel Gold talks 
about her activist past 
and vision for 
FOR: https://youtu.be/
-INAfQJhxIo 

When Ariel shared how her Jewish faith has 
motivated her to work toward peace and justice 
between Palestinians and Jews, I felt the emotional 
intensity and commitment she has brought toward 
seeking reconciliation in this area of the world. She 
has been banned from Israel and has placed herself 
directly in challenging situations so many times, 
standing up to unjust policies, in solidarity with 

Palestinians. 

As for her visions and plans for leading our 
national organization, Ariel discussed a current 
project she is involved in: bringing a Christmas Truce 
to Ukraine; fashioned in part on the WWI Christmas 
Truce on Christmas, 1914. Another aim of hers is to 
work with other organizations in coalition work to 
create a bulwark of strength countering extreme right 
wing Christian Nationalism. My overall impression of 
Ariel Gold was one consistent with what I have read 
about her: compassionate, highly dedicated and 
committed, personable, courageous, and a true 

activist.  

https://wwfor.org/fall-retreat-2022/
https://youtu.be/CcdUPYlTBFI
https://youtu.be/CcdUPYlTBFI
https://youtu.be/hB5qDvNw3wo
https://youtu.be/hB5qDvNw3wo
https://youtu.be/hB5qDvNw3wo
https://youtu.be/yt7PMOOWn9s
https://youtu.be/-INAfQJhxIo
https://youtu.be/-INAfQJhxIo
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Intergenerational Voices for Economic Justice         

and Peace 

WWFOR 2022 Fall Retreat- November 19, 2022 

by Jean Gant Delastrada 

 

      In my small-group break-out room, participants 
were asked, “What is one thing YOU can do, after 
what you’ve learned in this retreat, to work for eco-
nomic justice?”  Most of us said, “First I have to process 
all this!”  Fortunately, the WWFOR website, 
www.wwfor.org, has a complete record of the retreat, 
from detailed bios of the presenters, to links to U-tube 
videos of each presentation, to a list of further recom-
mended readings on economic inequality.  Participants 
and people who missed the event can digest this meaty 
information and figure out what THEY can do, however 
small, to further economic justice in the United States 

and in the world. 

      The retreat then listened to the voices of our 
youngest generation on the topic of economic justice—
our own Mike Yarrow Peace Fellows.  Sarah Pham, 
youth coordinator for this year’s fellows, moderated a 
panel of five of the young people, who talked about 
their MYPF projects and how they relate to economic 
justice.  Dwija Adamala, from Olympia High School, is 
putting together a four-part webinar for students on 
economic inequalities.  Another Olympia High School 
student, Christine Zhang, a returning MYPF fellow from 
last year, is now a student member of the Olympia 
School Board, with a new project on developing Equity 
Committees throughout schools in the district.   Our fu-

ture leaders have already begun to lead! 

      Finally, we heard from Ming Chen, a FOR mem-
ber and a leader in the Washington State Poor Peo-
ple’s Campaign, with an update on their activities with 
bringing out the vote for the midterm elections.  Seat-
tle, Tacoma and Olympia Chapters of WWFOR be-
came mobilizing partners this year with the Poor Peo-
ple’s Campaign, sending representatives to the Poor 
People’s Campaign March on Washington in June and 
participating in local events to kick-start this grass-
roots group of poor and low-wage workers and their 
supporters, led by Rev. Dr. William J. Barber.   The 
retreat ended with their rousing songs, New Unsettling 
Force  and Everybody’s Got a Right to Live.   We are 
fortunate to be able to work with this current anti-
poverty movement, maintaining the spirit of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr.  

“Forward Together”/”Not One Step Back!”    

 

The United States Will Get No Medals in the Health 

Olympics     by John M Repp 

A review of Inequality Kills Us All: COVID-19’s Les-
sons for the World by Stephen Bezruchka (Routledge: 

New York, 2023) 

The study and understanding of global health re-
quires that countries’ health measures be compared. Dr. 
Bezruchka makes the striking statement “A person who 
knows only one country knows no country” (p.49). I 
remember collecting signatures for a petition against 
the U.S. invasion of Iraq before the invasion of Iraq on 
March 20, 2003. Out of curiosity I asked the people 
who were signing if they had lived outside the country 
or spoke another language. Many had, mostly former 
exchange students or Peace Corp volunteers. They knew 
it was wrong to invade Iraq. Bezruchka took the oppor-
tunity to work and live in Nepal for the 10 years after 
he got his medical degree to practice and develop a 

clinic into a teaching facility. 

Some of the primary health measures which can be 
compared are 1) longevity (how long we live), 2) in-
fant mortality (per cent of babies born alive), and 3) 
maternal mortality (the percent of mothers who die 
birthing babies). Currently, the United States is behind 
the first 44 nations in longevity. If there were a Health 

Olympics, we would not make it out of the trials.  

In addition to comparing countries, we can compare 
the same country over time, and show improvement or 
not. For example: in the early 1950’s, the United States 
was very near the top of the standard population health 
measures. 70 years later, we are very far behind in 
most measures. Our overall health has improved since 
the 1950’s but in comparison to all other wealthy coun-

tries and a few others we lag.  

In addition to us slipping down as far as longevity 
goes, Bezruchka explains that we have not done well in 
comparison to other wealthy countries in another popu-
lation health measure child mortality. (p.11) (the num-
ber of children dying every day during their first five 

years.) “ about 50 children die here every day who 

wouldn’t die if we had Slovenia’s rate” of child mortali-
ty. That number of our children dying is much higher 
than mass shooting deaths, but “where is the alarm?” 

asks Bezruchka. 

Tragically, very few Americans know about these 
facts because it is not discussed in our media. Even thirty 
years ago, it was barely discussed in global health 
study circles. The same is true of our COVID-19 num-

bers. We lead in absolute numbers of cases and deaths.  

The big question is WHY? Why do we, the richest 
country in the world, have such bad health relative to 

other wealthy countries?  

Cont. next page 

https://wwfor.org/fall-retreat-2022/
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heart disease and diabetes. We are told that lack of 
access to health care and risk factors like smoking and 
obesity rather than the upstream root causes are the 
cause of our low health numbers. Bezruchka writes: 
“Health results from collective decisions made through 
the political process.” (p.113) The importance of politi-
cal decisions, like allowing such massive inequality, 
more tax cuts for the rich and not paying for a year’s 
parental leave of absence, is bad for our country’s 

health but these root causes are not examined.  

Hawaii has the best health of our 50 
states, but the Japanese are the 
healthiest people on earth. The story 
of Japan on page 165 to 166 is 
very instructive. At the end of the 
war, the life expectancy would have 
been 24 years. The United States 
then occupied Japan for 5 years. 
General Douglas MacArthur was the 
head of the occupation. He and his 
team wrote the new Japanese Con-

stitution. 

Article 9 abolished the military. Oth-
er articles instituted a democratic 
process, with women’s suffrage, free 
universal education, the worker’s 
right to organize and bargain col-
lectively, and the right to a minimum 
standard “of wholesome and cul-
tured living.” The 13 large family 
corporations called zaibatsu that 
dominated the economy were bro-
ken up. A maximum wage was set 
up, and the leaders of the zaibatsu 
got an even lower maximum wage. 

MacArthur purchased the rice producing land from the 
37,000 landlords and sold it back to the tenants for 
the price he paid. 94% of the lands changed hands. 
Historians have seen it as “the most successful land re-
form ever” (p.166) More than 70 years later, Japan is 

the healthiest country in the world. 

The case of Russia shows us the opposite of Japan. 
After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the 
state assets were commandeered by the oligarchs and 
Russia experienced a rapid health decline. Pre-
breakup level health has been restored, but it took 30 

years for that to happen. (p.66)  

Something like the Japanese recipe could work in 
the United States. Bezruchka writes that the decline in 
our nation’s health is only going to get worse. This 
book should be used by many study groups, reading a 
chapter at a time, and figuring out how to build a 

movement to deal with inequality. 

It is not because we don’t spend a lot of money on 
health care. We spend almost as much as the rest of 
the world combined! We concentrate our spending on 
the old and the sick. By way of contrast, “the Scandi-
navian countries spend up to sixty (60) times as much 
per capita on childcare than the United States 
does.” (p.99) This sixty times per capita includes a ful-
ly paid year leave of absence for the mother, which 

we say we cannot afford. 

It is not health care that 
makes for a healthy popula-
tion. The health care system is 
used most when our health is 
failing. The factors which are 
important for health are not 
just good living conditions like 
housing, a meaningful job, 
safety, but more importantly 
it is the respect of others and 
being held in good standing. 
We are a social species. 
Bezruchka writes: “..humans 
are an altruistic species 
when it comes to group be-

havior”   

We are told we live in a 
meritocracy, that everyone 
reaches the level of compe-
tence and is rewarded ac-
cordingly. In the private sec-
tor, the pay difference can be 
300 times or more, the wealth 
difference even more. This 
inequality cannot be justified 
and creates stress in the society. The poor blame 
themselves for not being rich, and the rich look down 
on everyone. And now with the pandemic, we have too 
much bad stress in our bodies which leads to chronic 
health burdens. Such a stressful society hurts even the 
longevity of the rich, thus the title: Inequality Kills Us 

All.  

On page 113, Bezruchka has printed a graphic 
from the Department of Health of Hawaii. (see p. 4) It 
shows the image of a high mountain with a stream, be-
coming a waterfall, turning into a river that empties 
into the ocean. Upstream are the root causes which is 
“political context and governance.” and the “social/
economic conditions”. On each side of the waterfall 
are listed the social determinants of health, conditions 
like racism, pollution, poverty, income, and wealth. 
Next to the coastline are “access to health care” and 
“the risk factors like smoking and obesity”. In the 
ocean are the downstream effects like cancer, arthritis, 

Cont. from page 2 

https://www.kcrw.com/culture/shows/scheer-intelligence/the-us-spends-almost-as-much-on-healthcare-as-the-rest-of-the-world-combined-and-has-one-of-the-worst-outcomes
https://www.kcrw.com/culture/shows/scheer-intelligence/the-us-spends-almost-as-much-on-healthcare-as-the-rest-of-the-world-combined-and-has-one-of-the-worst-outcomes
https://health.hawaii.gov/chronic-disease/files/2013/12/CD_BurdenReport_FINAL.pdf
https://health.hawaii.gov/chronic-disease/files/2013/12/CD_BurdenReport_FINAL.pdf
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Will We learn from San Juan County, Washington? 

by John M Repp 

Over one million Americans died in the years long 
Covid-19 pandemic. It has been a trauma for many of 
us and our country failed miserably with absolute death 
numbers higher than any other country, and a per 
capita percentage higher than any other wealthy 
country. Trump’s response was incompetent and 
malevolent. He “suppressed scientific data, delayed 
testing, mocked and blocked mask-wearing, and 
convened mass gatherings where social distancing was 

impossible”. It cost him the election.  

To put this whole event in context, we must say, prior 
to the pandemic, the population health of American 
citizens had deteriorated since about 1970 relative to 
other wealthy societies, as measured by longevity, 
maternal death rates, and infant mortality. We stand 
below fiftieth (50th) in most population health measures, 

while we were close to the top in the 1950’s. 

In The Seattle Times on October 12, 2022, Danny 
Westneat wrote a column that discussed how one of the 
counties in Washington State was an exception, that 
only experienced two deaths late in the pandemic and 
had the lowest number of deaths per 100,000 
inhabitants in our state. That county was San Juan 

County. 

Yes, they had several natural advantages. San Juan 
County consist of islands and people must travel there 
by the Washington State Ferry System. The ferries 
continued to run all during the pandemic, although there 
were problems with getting enough crew, so some 
sailings were canceled. San Juan County also ranks 
second in per capita income in Washington State and is 
a more equal and more homogeneous population than 
many. It is almost 100% white. But there were public 
health measures and a conscientious group of people 

that explains why they did well.  

They mandated the first mask mandate in the state, 
maybe in the nation. The San Juan County Health 
Director was Dr. Frank James and when he was told by 
the sheriff that the sheriff’s department could not 
enforce such a mandate, James turned to the business 
community, who were the pillars of the community. The 
business community recruited volunteers and started an 

aggressive contract tracing system.  

And now, after several years of the pandemic, San 
Juan County is the most vaccinated county in 

Washington with 95% rates for seniors. I visited Orcas 
Island twice for events during the pandemic, and both 
times, my wife and I had to test ourselves and get a 

clean bill of health before we could attend the events. 

Westneat calls attention to the lack of press 
coverage of this positive example. Dr. James told 
Westneat: “You’re the first person in the media who 
has called to ask us how we did it“. The San Juan 
County islanders felt like they were living in a refuge, 
and they were. But it was not physical. It had a lot to 

do with policy.  

Even more amazing is that the political divide on 
the public health issues, the resistance against mask 
wearing and vaccinations, did not occur in San Juan 
County. The community wasn’t fractured there. Their 
success and the reasons for it should be more widely 

known. 

There is a lesson here if our corporate media would 
bother to tell us about this case. Not all, but most of 

the suffering and death in the U.S. was preventable. 

———————————————— 

No Justice for Charleena Lyles 

by Carl Nakajima (reprinted from Real Change,  

July 13-19, 2022, p. 9) Carl is a Real Change 

vendor and an Advocacy Intern for Real Change. 

I am upset about Charleena Lyles’ inquest, and I 
have a lot of questions about our countries’ policing. I 
was born in Chicago, but I also lived in Japan and 
Hong Kong. I was able to grow up in a different 
culture, and I was able to know a little about other 

police systems. 

In the July 8, 2022 episode of “Democracy Now,” 
host Amy Goodman said, “in 2021, there were 10 
shooting incidents in Japan and just one gun death. By 
comparison, the U.S. typically records 45,000-gun 

fatalities each year.” 

Of course, almost no one in Japan has a gun, but 
Lyles’ weapon was a knife. I heard that more than 90 
percent of police officers in the United Kingdom don’t 

carry guns. Anyone there can get a very big knife. 

Nevertheless, the British still solve most cases 
without using a gun. In Japan, the police must shoot a 
warning shot before they can aim at a person. This 
might sound nonsensical in this country, but there are 
many people who freeze after a warning shot. In 
Charleena’s case, The Seattle Times reported that both 
officers had batons and pepper spray, but the jury 
decided that those would not have been effective at 
stopping the five-foot-three, 110-pound lady and 
would put the officers too close to her and endanger 

their lives.   (cont. on page 6) 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/trumps-policy-failures-have-exacted-a-heavy-toll-on-public-health1/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/trumps-policy-failures-have-exacted-a-heavy-toll-on-public-health1/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/trumps-policy-failures-have-exacted-a-heavy-toll-on-public-health1/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/trumps-policy-failures-have-exacted-a-heavy-toll-on-public-health1/
https://www.routledge.com/Inequality-Kills-Us-All-COVID-19s-Health-Lessons-for-the-World/Bezruchka/p/book/9781032278391
https://www.routledge.com/Inequality-Kills-Us-All-COVID-19s-Health-Lessons-for-the-World/Bezruchka/p/book/9781032278391
https://www.routledge.com/Inequality-Kills-Us-All-COVID-19s-Health-Lessons-for-the-World/Bezruchka/p/book/9781032278391
https://www.routledge.com/Inequality-Kills-Us-All-COVID-19s-Health-Lessons-for-the-World/Bezruchka/p/book/9781032278391
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I heard that police batons are at least 16 inches long 
and both officers’ arm lengths were a lot longer than Lyle 
s’ arm. She also had a small knife. The problem is not 
Lyles, but the small knife she had, so removing the knife 
would solve the problem; I bet some brave officer could 
have taken her down by hand, although that’s probably 
against the rules in American policing. How about an al-
ternative weapon in the room, like a broom, baseball bat, 

golf club, kitchen tools or whatever? 

I wonder how much training they give for baton and 
barehanded combat? Maybe they just use most of the 
training for how to hit the bull’s eye (head or heart) and 
kill. In Lyles’ case, no one knows what really happened, 
but God. But one or both of the officers must have done 
something to make her so upset that she grabbed a knife 

to protect herself.  

My simple question is why did they need to shoot her 
seven times? They are not shooting a lion in a safari. They 
were more than seven feet from the target. They can tell 
exactly what they’re hitting at. Is she some kind of warrior 
that swinging the knife is worth a few fatal wounds to her 
body? They shot her baby, too. For me, the purpose of 
that shooting is not to stop her, but to kill her. This is okay 
in our country’s policing. Because there are so many police 

killings, I often think it’s organizational murder. 

Sometimes, I even imagine that the police department 
says something like, “Okay, you guys, from now on forget 
about everything you learned in academy. When using a 
gun, use it properly. I mean, shut them up good. That way, 
they never show up to the courthouse and you are testify-
ing against a dead body. Whatever story you make up 
will be justified. Most importantly, our police department 
and our police union never lose a single penny from a 
lawsuit. Again, never spare them. I guarantee that they 
will take you to court, so just finish it good and your re-
ward in this world is so big that you can be captain some-

day.”  

Or something like that. 

I often feel that this country does not respect human 
life. Will America properly teach about the preciousness 
of life? That every person has human rights? Everyone is 
equal, regardless of gender, age, race, or ability. Every-
one was made in the image of God. Anyone can make 
mistakes, but anyone can get better. Learning the value of 

human life is of utmost importance.  

The country where we were born, the parents and fam-
ily we got, the physical and mental health we received, 
these weren’t because we did something before we were 
born. It’s all a grace from God. That’s why we must never 

judge other people.  

Cont from page 5 A Coming Civil War in the US? 

by John M Repp 

There has been a lot of talk lately about the 
possibility of a second civil war coming to the 
United States, this time not on a regional basis, 
but based on the left-right split in our politics. 
Some of the militant right-wing groups are 
preparing for such a war, stockpiling military-
style weapons, and ammunition. Guns are doing 
the talking at rightwing demonstrations around 
the country. I don’t remember right-wingers 
bringing guns to intimidate us as we protested 
the pending invasion of Iraq. This is a new thing 

in the USA. 

Luke Mogelson has been a war 
correspondent in some of the world’s most 
unlucky places like Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria. 
He had not been in the USA for a decade, when 
he started to see pictures on the wire services of 
men in flak jackets carrying high powered rifles 
standing in front of the capitol building in 
Lansing, Michigan. He decided to return to his 
native country and see what was happening. He 
came back and reported on the turmoil that led 

up to the January 6th insurrection. 

After investigating the many right-wing 
groups, he concluded that so many of their 
enemies were “wild exaggerations or outright 
fantasies - antifa super soldiers, totalitarian 
globalists, satanic pedophiles…” Many also 
believe Trump’s assertion that the last 
Presidential election was stolen from him. 
Mogelson met a member of the Proud Boys in 
Washington state and was shocked when he 
saw that this man with hyper masculine bluster 
was afraid to be in a public park by himself in 
broad daylight. He was afraid of being 
attacked by antifa or Black Lives Matter 
people. Fear and misinformation seem to drive 

so much of the behavior of these people. 

But Mogelson concluded that, in contrast to 
what he saw in Iraq or Syria, where the groups 
fighting each other had experienced real injury 
and grievance, the groups preparing for a civil 
war here are more delusional and if they cannot 
think clearly, they really would be bad at real 
warfare. This does not mean we should be 
complacent! There is a real possibility of 
violence, from small groups or crazed 
individuals. We have seen it already. But 

Mogelson thinks a civil war is not on the horizon.  

 Cont. next page 

https://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/at-protests-guns-are-doing-the-talking/
https://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/at-protests-guns-are-doing-the-talking/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/american-lies-fear-and-violence-through-a-war-correspondents-eyes/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/american-lies-fear-and-violence-through-a-war-correspondents-eyes/


Also, this does not mean the right-wing 
militants don’t have grievances. Many are white 
men who have not been as successful in their lives 
during the last 40 years as they had hoped. The 
entry into the middle-class has been more 
difficult for many and general upward mobility 
has been more difficult for the generations born 
after 1940. In other words, there has been a lot 
of downward mobility, and that hurts in our 

society that prides itself on upward mobility.   

    Here are several splashes of cold water in the 
form of statistics showing the size of the wage 
stagnation and growing inequality of the last 40 
years. “In 1972, the average nonsupervisory worker 
earned $25.28 per hour, adjusted for inflation, 
while, as of 2021, the average worker earned 
$25.18. This at a time when labor productivity—the 
average amount each worker produces over the 
course of a day—increased by nearly 250 
percent between 1972 and 2021. If, between 
1972 and today, average wages had risen in step 
with productivity gains, and not a penny more, the 
average worker’s hourly wage in 2021 would have 
been $61.94, not $25.18.”  $61.94!!!  

Where did all the money go that the 
workers did not get? You know the answer. 

The 1%. 
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The paychecks of CEO’s of the large corporations 
increased from 33 times that of the average workers in 
1978 to 366 times in 2019. We also know 5 top-
earning hedge fund managers each made over $1 
billion in 2019. We at least understand a little of what 
Jeff Bezos and Elon Musk do. They own companies we 
have heard about. But do we know what those hedge 
fund guys do? Do they add any value to the economy? 

Do we need them? 

The right-wing militants blame the efforts, or at 
least, the stated intentions of the government to 
improve the opportunities for minorities and women 
as the cause of their lack of success, not the system 
with stagnating real wages and greater income 
inequality. Nor do they look closely at the system. 
And the militants do not seem to be angry at hedge 
fund billionaires or corporate chieftains who have so 
manipulated the corporate and financial sectors to 
their advantage, which is a huge reason for their 
lack of success. They save their anger for those 
lower in the class structure or those of minority status. 
That is unfortunate and dangerous. That is the roots 

of fascism. 

By way of contrast, many from the other side of 
the left-right split want to reform the system so 
people are more equal in the workplace with unions, 
or with cooperative ownership of industry. They 
want a political realm with everyone being well 
informed and voting. That side of the split seems 
strangely quiet now. In most media, we do not hear 

their voices. We need to hear them. 

Note, that the 
graph shows the 
year of birth, not 
when they come 
into the job market, 
so those on the 
right side of the 
graph i.e. those 
born later, after 
1980, may have an 
even more difficult 
time getting 
established and 
achieving upward 

mobility. 

Cont. from page 6 
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https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/09/social-mobility-upwards-decline-usa-us-america-economics/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/09/social-mobility-upwards-decline-usa-us-america-economics/
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/OPHNFB
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Letter to the Editor, Cascadia Daily News, 
 

If the majority in Congress has its way, spending on 
the Pentagon and work on nuclear weapons at the 
Department of Energy will hit $850 billion next year. 
This is half of the U.S. government's discretionary 
budget ... think of the other plagues we could address 
with this money: poverty, disease, environmental 

devastation, housing, potholes, public health? 

The troubled F-35 combat aircraft budget that the 
Pentagon and the Project on Government Oversight 
say “may NEVER be ready for combat” is comparable 
to the entire discretionary budget of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. One-third of the cost 
of a new aircraft carrier ($4.5 billion) would “ensure 
equitable and sustained foundational public health 
services for all,” according to the Center for American 

Progress.  

The top five contractors — Boeing, Lockheed 
Martin, Raytheon Technologies, General Dynamics and 
Northrop Grumman — racked up over $200 billion in 
defense-related revenue last year. I do not hear of 
any news of these corporations' efforts to assist in 
investments in health care, education, anti-poverty 
programs or environmental destruction assistance, yet 

their talented staff could be challenged. 

It is a shot in the dark: Write your political leaders 
and demand them to shave the military budget. Let 
these corporations utilize their staff brainpower and 
initiatives for human services projects. We will always 
be taxed. I for one would prefer my tax money to be 
used for immunization programs, salmon recovery, 
garden projects in schools to learn about food for the 
future, watershed safety, new housing materials, 

prenatal care, etc. 

Join me: Send them a note. 

Barbara Sardarov 

Bellingham 

P a g e  8  P a c i f i c  C a l l   V o l u m e  4 3 ,  I s s u e  1   J a n  2 0 2 3  
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Editor, Cascadia Daily News (CDN) 

It was with dismay that I read in the online CDN 
Sunday that the Children’s Initiative was failing by 138 
votes. I am glad that Medic One passed, but not voting 
for our children and young families is shortsighted and 
selfish. As a nation, we spend much more money on 
health care for our older population than on the early 
years of our children. Research shows that supporting 
young families and children during their formative 
years improves long-term health and the health of the 
whole society. I recommend a newly published book, 
"Inequality Kills Us All" by Stephen Bezruchka of the 

University of Washington.  

Cindy Ann Cole 

Bellingham 

(After this letter was written, the Children’s 
Initiative passed, after activists called many of the 
people whose ballots were rejected, and verified 

their signatures.)  

SOME LETTERS TO THE EDITORS OF 

MAINSTREAM MEDIA  

NUCLEAR 
DISARMAMENT IS NOT 
JUST ABOUT PEACE AND 
SOCIAL JUSTICE; IT IS 
ABOUT THE SURVIVAL OF 
ALL LIFE ON EARTH. 

Veterans for Peace 

https://www.cascadiadaily.com/news/2022/nov/18/childrens-initiative-failing-by-138-votes-in-close-race/
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