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President Eisenhower warned us in 1961 in his farewell address about ““the military-industrial
complex” (MIC). This book brings the subject up-to-date.

Today, more than half of the soon-to-be-trillion dollar a year military budget goes to five private
companies i.e. Lockheed Martin, RTX (formerly Raytheon), Boeing, General Dynamics, and Northrop
Grumman, making hardware for the Pentagon. And there is a new, more dynamic group of private companies
like Anduril and Palantir that is trying to get contracts from the government for newer high-tech weapons, like
swarms of drones and cyberwarfare tools that is changing warfare. Artificial intelligence is a big part of
these new weapons. This new group seems to be preparing for a high-tech war with China. Drones are much
cheaper than ballistic missiles, but most experts think “boots on the ground” are necessary for a victory.

Hartung and Freeman tell us the shocking fact that the $8 trillion spent on the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan was enough money to make our electric grid fossil-fuel free, pay off every student loan in our
country, and fund real health-care for all. (p. 4) The military contractors have 945 lobbyists working for them
and they also give lots of money to key politicians campaigns. This is political bribery made legal by the
Supreme Court with the Citizen’s United decision where they confused people with corporations, and money with
free speech. The Supreme Court didn’t have its facts straight when it made that decision.

There is also a group of “think tanks” working in this sector. The reach of this sprawling monster is wide. For
example, when Hollywood wants to make a movie with scenes of war in it, the Pentagon will loan hardware for
the shooting of the movie in exchange for an advanced look at the script and the chance to do some editing.
The very large computer-gaming industry also plays a role in keeping the ideas of and glorification of war in
the minds of our young people, especially young boys. Billions of dollars of “surplus” war machinery has been
given to American city’s police departments to help them “keep law and order”.

Why don’t we in the United States, alone among all the wealthy countries, have a health care for all
system? Our health care industry, dominated by private insurance companies that have an incentive to deny
care, is over 20% of our economy, while in other countries with health care for all systems, paid completely by
their government, medical care is closer to 10% or 12 % of those economies. Hartung and Freeman tell us that
the massive military spending in the U.S. is a key reason we don’t have such a “Medicare for All” system.

But it is worse than that because the massive spending on military hardware has been itself a cause of the
wars in which we have been involved since the end of World War Il. Those wars have killed hundreds of
thousands of people in other countries as well as many of our own young men and women. And now with
Ukraine and Israel involved in war and needing weapons, the U.S. itself does not need to send it’s troops into
war itself for the MIC companies to profit. Is that an improvement? Not, if you consider the fate of the
Ukrainians and the Palestinians.

The proponents of that huge military spending claim that the spending is necessary for our defense. They
say it makes us safe. They put factories producing military equipment in every Congressional district in the
country to further their reach, then talk about all the jobs created to get more political support. But, we could
create many more jobs by spending for health care, education, and eliminating fossil-fuel burning to
create our electricity. And those actions would do more to make our country safe. It would make our domestic
politics more just and help Americans live better lives.

President Trump is now saying that we should have a $1.5 trillion dollar Department of War budget for
2026. All the while Trump has been claiming he has ended eight wars, and says he should get the Nobel Peace
prize. But in the year 2025, he has bombed seven countries: Venezuela, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Nigeria, Yemen and
Somalia. Bombing is an act of war. Trump should not get any peace prize.

The last chapter of the book tells us we need a larger and younger peace network: “the traditional peace
movement is on its back foot” (p.258) Most younger activists are concerned about issues like climate change,
higher education costs, immigration reform, and Gaza among others. If these groups understand that all the
lack of resources used to deal with their issues because of the military-industrial complex, they will see that they
must band together with peace activists. With the “authoritarianism” of the Trump administration, they will also
need to defend each other in order to maintain their basic constitutional rights of free speech and freedom of
assembly.
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