
 

The Wage Gap Is Much Bigger  
Than We Think―or Want 

 The Gap Between Productivity and Wages 

 

 

  

   

Corporate Debt Explodes―But Interest Isn’t Taxable  Rich Pay Taxes at a Lower Rate 

  
 

What we think

it should be

What we think

it is

1970 2014

Productivity

$469

$790

Real wages
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If wages had kept  

up with productivity, 

an average worker 

would be making 

$1,258 per week. 

36 to 1 7 to 1 
45 to 1 

844 to 1 

Top 1% of taxpayers 

Next 4% 

Next 15% 

Fourth 20% 

Second 20% 

Lowest 20% 

Middle 20% 

$1,258 

$697 


